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CHEERFUL SERVICE ANYONE?

Arrowmen, with the final full year
upon us to prepare for our turn to
host Conclave, its time to grind
fringers, drip sweat, work and
break backs at Camp Benjamin
Hawkins. At the February LEC, the
10 month work weekend was
scheduled.

Why come? This is the ultimate
way to show your gratitude to one
of the oldest camps in Georgia,
and show cheerful service with
your brothers. At the workdays
there will be free lunch and
opportunities to earn patches. If
you work 10 hours you are given a
patch, and the same for 25 hours
and 50 hours. Again, free lunch,
and free patches for only fixing up
camp. What could make it better?!

The first workday was in December
where branches were cut and
finished gathering from the
September Ordeal. February, we
gathered at 9 in the morning to

burn and chip the wood and leave
no trace doing so.

The workdays are scheduled
towards the third weekend of the

month, if there is not a conflict

with the council calendar or

everyday hassles. The following are
the dates that were planned to fit

everyones schedule as much as
possible.

March 26, April 30, May 21, June
18, July 16, August 6, October 1,
November 19, and a possible date
for December.

If you can find it possible the LEC,
as well as council and every
scouter across middle Georgia
would appreciate you working to
make Conclave very easy to tackle.

Write the dates down, don't forget
and don't miss your chance on free
food and a free patch all for
spending a cheerful day working at
Camp. See you there brother!

IN THIS ISSUE:

Fall Fellowship 2

2011 Lodge & Chapter Officers 4
Chiefly Greetings 4

Arrowmen Keep the Vigil 5

The Lodge Winter Banquet 6

From the Lodge Adviser 7

SR-S9 Conclave Registration Form 8

Brotherhood Conversion 9




2011
Lodge Officers

Lodge Chief

Tyler Stepanek
LodgeChief@Echeconnee.com

1st Vice -Chief

Jacob Kraft
1stViceChief@Echeconnee.com

2nd Vice -Chief

Robert Sweat
2ndViceChief@Echeconnee.com

3rd Vice -Chief

Cody Del Solar
3rdViceChief@Echeconnee.com

Secretary

Tyler Johnson
Secretary@Echeconnee.com

Treasurer

Nathan van Loenen
Treasurer@Echeconnee.com

Advisers

Ross Adams
Advisers@Echeconnee.com

Staff Adviser

Matt Howell
StaffAdviser@Echeconnee.com

Chapter Chiefs
Oconee C.C.

Kevin Sweat
oconnee@echeconnee.com
Ocmulgee C.C.

Brandon Parham
ocmulgee@echeconnee.com
Pine Forest C.C.

Tyler Rowland
pineforest@echeconnee.com
Robert L. Scott C.C.

Matthew Kraft
rls@echeconnee.com
www.echeconnee.com

2010 LODGE FALL FELLOWSHIP

The 2010 Echeconnee Lodge Fall
Fellowship was a success thanks to
everyone who attended. It all
started Friday with our master of
ceremonies Cody del Solar putting
on the opening campfire where
announcements and information
about the weekend were explained.

Saturday morning we started bright

and early with a wonderful
breakfast prepared by the lodge
cook team. After breakfast the
following sessions were taught
throughout the morning; History of

Echeconnee Lodge by Mr. Larry
Mobley, Summit Corps/OA High
Adventure by Tyler Stepanek,
Wilderness First Aid by Mr. Mike
Steed and OA/Cub Scouting by Mr.
Hinton Harrison.

After lunch, each chapter competed
in the Quest Events to declare
which chapter will earn the Silver
Shaft award, judged by
cheerfulness and desire to win.
chapter competed in tug -of-war, a
camp wide scavenger hunt and a
football game for fun. The winner
of the Quest Events, in the end,
Oconnee chapter was the winner of
the Quest Events.

WAY TO GO OCONNEE CHAPTER!

Saturday evening, the Lodge held a
Brotherhood Ceremony in where
five members (see pg. 9) sealed
their membership in the Order.

After supper, the members of the
Lodge Executive Committee
participated in a very messy pie
eating contest. Following the

cleanup, the youth members held
lodge elections for the 2011 lodge
and chapter officers. Results of the
election can be found on page 4.

Following the Vigil Call-Out
Ceremony (see pg. 5), the lodge
enjoyed a crackerbarrel and held
the patch auction led by the lodge
auctioneer Mr. Dennis Collier.

Sunday morning the cook team
made wonderful omelets to order.
After patrolling the camp to make
sure Leave No Trace was being
followed, a brief LEC meeting was
held to critique how the weekend
went and everyone headed for
home.




ECHECONNEE LODGE FALL FELLOWSHIP'

(Above & Below) Arrowmen ejoying the History
of Echeconnee Lodge Session
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(Above)Nathan van Loenen and Mr. Ronald Wagner were
presented the Founders Award Certificates at Fall Fello

) (Below) Jacob Kraft, the new

T Vigil Honor Member during
the public presentation

(Above) Mr. Larry Mobley being presi
the James E. West Fellowship Awa
Ross Adams

(Above) Members feésting one of the masterpieces of
the Echeconnee Lodge Cook Team




2011 LODGE AND CHAPTER OFFICERS

At the 2010 Fall Fellowship, the
Lodge voted for their new Lodge
Executive Committee Members to
serve the year of 2011. The
Lodge is getting better and
stronger with a great leadership
from the 2010 LEC to build upon.

Tyler Stepanek was reelected to
serve as the Lodge Chief for a
second term of Echeconnee
Lodge. Tyler is an Eagle Scout
from Troop 550 and a Vigil
Honor Member.

Jacob Kraft has been elected to
serve as the 1st ViceLodge Chief
of Administration. Jacob is a Life
Scout from Troop 127 and a new
Vigil Honor member.

Robert Sweat was elected to
serve as the 2nd Vicelodge
Chief of Indian Affairs. Robert is a

member of Troop 87 and is a
Brotherhood member.

Cody del Solar has been elected
to serve the Lodge as 3rd Vice
Chief of Membership. Cody is an
Eagle Scout from Troop 550 and
is a Brotherhood member.

Serving as Lodge Secretary will
be Tyler Johnson. Tyler is a Life
Scout from Troop 264 and is a
Brotherhood member.

Serving this year as Treasurer will
be Nathan van Loenen. Nathan
will be serving a second term,
and is a Life Scout from Troop 74
in Sandersville and is a Vigil
member.

Matthew Kraft has been elected
as Chapter Chief of the Robert L.
Scott Chapter. Matthew is a

member of Troop 127 and is a
Brotherhood member.

Kevin Sweat will be serving as the
Oconnee Chapter Chief for the
next year, Kevin is a member of
Troop 87 and is a Brotherhood
member.

Tyler Rowland will be the Pine
Forest Chapter Chief for the
coming year. Tyler is a member
of Troop 101 and is an Ordeal
member.

Brandon Parham will be the
Ocmulgee  Chapter  Chief.
Branden is a member of Troop
222 and is a new Brotherhood
member.

We look forward to a GREAT year
with a new Lodge Executive
Committee.

CHIEFLY GREETINGS

Greetings Brothers,

| am very excited about
being your Lodge Chief for
another year! Last year went very
well and 2011 is looking
promising. With contributions
from each of you, Echeconnee
was able to achieve National
Quality Lodge in 2010, an award
that we have not won in many
years.
In 2010 our focus was to improve
communication within the Lodge
and between members. While we
did make some progress, we will
be continuing to strive for better
communication in the coming
year. Our 2011 focus will be on
improving Camp Benjamin
Hawkins. There is much work to
be done before we host the
Section Conclave, so we will be
having multiple service days this

year. There will be a patch series
to reward those Arrowmen who

donate many hours of service.
Join us on March26th at CBH to
see the patches first hand and to
start serving to earn them.

Our annual Bangquet went very
well this year, and | enjoyed
seeing those of you who

attended. Be sure to check our
website frequently to keep up to

date on what events and
deadlines are coming up for the

Lodge. This is going to be a busy
year, but that only means more
fellowship and meeting more

people just like yourself.

The deadline to register for the

2011  Conclave is fast
approaching. It will be held right
next door to wus, at Camp

Lawhorn which is right next to
Camp Thunder. Section Conclave

4

is a great experience for those of
you who haven't been yet. |
challenge everybody to attend at
least one, because once you do
you won't want to miss another!

| hope to see all of you at the
Scout-O-Rama and the service
day in March. Together, we can
make a difference.

Yours in WWW,

Tyler Stepanek
2011 Lodge Chief




2012 DUES RAISED

As a final decision, the 2010
Lodge Executive Committee,
by unanimous vote, agreed to
raise the 2012 Annual dues to
twelve dollars. This decision
was made for two reasons. The
first is to compensate for the

increased costs of mailings of
The Deerpath and other
printings. The second is to pay
for the new annual pin. The
annual pin is a new concept
that the Lodge is going to try

to increase our membership.
Starting at the 2011 Banquet,
if your dues are current you
will be given a small pin to be

placed on your Lodge Flap
signifying that you are a dues

each year. Your $10 dues for
2011 will be sufficient to pay
for the pins, so the dues
increase will not be put into
effect until 2012. If you have
any questions or concerns
about this, please express your
opinion by emailing it to

feedback@echeconnee.com.

WHY GO TO
CONCLAVE?

def i ase s
secret

Websterds

private or

aside, a Southern Region 9 Conclave

is no secret thing! What is more open
than a giant camping trip with you

than making tons of new friends,

having the time of your life, and

camping? We have even had na-
tional officers attend before!

Conclave is definitely an event
that everybody should go to!

Think about it: One weekend.
*Average number of participants*
of your brothers. Dozens of
courses, activities, and games.
One big family. How much better
could it get? | have been to two
conclaves since | went through
my Ordeal in late 2008 and both
of them were experiences | will
never forget!

| actually got to meet the National

Chief in 2009 and then he remem-
bgrgdonﬁe gthQ,%C(alaéer that year!
Conclave .|snjust once a yepr, so
meet | Hee O E‘I

seize your chance and register as
soon as possible! And do not
forget: Echeconnee will host the

paid member of Echeconnee and hundreds of your brothers in the O M ¢! ave 1n just

Lodge. This will be repeated Order of the Arrow?! What is better

every year, with a different pin

The Vigil Callout was held -Lodge recommendation the individual
Saturday evening. Early the next has been a Brotherhood member
morning, our newest \Vigil ~ Orderofthe Arrow for a minimum of two years. A

member Jacob Kraft was joined
by current Vigil arrowmen for a

welcoming breakfast. Sunday
morning a public recognition was

held where Jacob was presented
his Vigil Honor Sash and framed
Vigil Honor Award from the Boy

Scouts of America

The Vigil Honor is a high mark of
distinction  and  recognition
reserved for those Arrowmen
who, by reason of exceptional

service, personal effort, and
unselfish interest, have made
distinguished contributions
beyond the immediate

responsibilities of their position
of office and/or active member
to one or more of the following:

- Scouting community
- Scout Camp

Alertness to the needs of others
is the mark of the Vigil Honor
and the highest honor that the
Order of the Arrow can bestow
upon its members for service.
Membership cannot be won by a
person’'s conscious endeavors to
seek the honor.

All Brotherhood members with
current registration in Scouting
and the Echeconnee Lodge are
eligible for recommendation of
the Vigil Honor to the National
Order of the Arrow Committee,
provided at the time of

Lodge may nominate a maximum
of two percent of their registered
Arrowmen once a year, of which
50 percent of all those
nominated must be under the
age of 21 at the time of
nomination.

Echeconnee Lodge is honored to
recognize our newest Vigil Honor
brother from the Robert L. Scott
District, Troop 127, Eagle Scout
Jacob Kraft.

Congratulations from your fellow
brothers of Echeconnee Lodge.

s,

t hat



THE LODGE BANQUET

Tomake an event run better, anc
registration run smoother; mostly

On January 29th at the Forest Hills
United Methodist Church, the
Echeconnee Lodge hosted the
annual Lodge Winter Banquet. The
event was a great night where
many arrowmen had a great
evening. The Echeconnee Cook
Team provided everyone a great
meal; BBQ Pork with baked beans,
toasted bread and delicious cake
for dessert and of course seconds
of everything.

After everyone enjoyed a great
meal, Lodge Adviser Mr. Ross
Adams awarded Mrs. Sheila Sweat
and Sean Tighe with the Lodge
Advisers award. Lodge Chief Tyler
Stepanek presented Mr. Ross
Adams with a special plague with
100th anniversary patches to thank
him for his continued support as
lodge adviser. Then Tyler Stepanek
awarded Adam Jones and Cody Del
Solar with the Lodge Chiefs award.

Vigil Chief, Nathan van Loenen
recognized current Vigil Honor
members and the newest Vigil
member Jacob Kraft and named
the 2010 Vigil Class in honor of Mr.
Chip Greene.

The Founders Award was then
presented to Mr. Jim Proctor and
Tyler Johnson by Nathan van
Loenen.

Also Mr. Ross Adams presented the
James E. West Fellowship award to
Mr. Grier Sowell for his cheerful
service, just a month after his son
Nick Sowell was also presented the
award from the council with the
success of CBH Winter Camp. Then

Lodge Chief Tyler Stepanek NOW many arrowmen there are to
presented the Scholarships that food and items for. We ask that yol
the lodge set aside monies in preregister, or even send a regis
2011. Six scholarships are to bef orm saying o p a
awarded to arrowmen who the . . .
LEC feel are most deserving of appreciate it and make things a lot
them based on the applications YOUrS in Scouting,

submitted. One individual will
attend Summit Corps, and one
individual to participate in an OA
High Adventure program to either )
attend wilderness voyage, trail =
crew or ocean adventure. In &
addition up to four arrowmen will
attend the section conclave. The
recipients are, winning a High
Adventure Scholarship was Steve
Goss of Troop 127. Winning a
Summit Corps Scholarship was
Luke Smith of Troop 23. Finally
winning Conclave scholarships are
Dylan Johnson of Troop 264,
Adam Jones of Troop 96, Ryan
Thorne of Troop 87 and Tyler
Rowland of Troop  159.
Congratulations to these
arrowvmen who will attend these
great events there is to offer.

2011 Echeconnee Lodge Leadershi

Once the awards were presented,
there were a few arrowmen there
to talk about upcoming events;
Conclave 2012 by Mr. Alan
Stepanek, Summit Corps by Mr.
Hinton Harrison and Woodbadge
by Mr. Phil Hamm.

As the night came to a close with
Council President Mr. Ely Morgan
giving a positive speech to the
lodge. Then the event ended with
a lot of fun with a raffle drawing,

where several arrowmen went
home with prizes and a happy
face.

01/23/201




FROM

THE LODGE ADVISER

Happy New Year to All!

We are in the first quarter of an
exciting year. We have some
great youth leadership guiding

our lodge for 2011 and we have
some really big work ahead of
us with hosting the 2012 Section
SR9 Conclave. With that said,
we do not need to let the

hosting of a Conclave be a
daunting task. We have some
good plans in place to make this
fun and team building. The
work that we will be doing for

the 2012 Conclave will be a
foundation for the future of

Echeconnee Lodge, Central
Georgia Council, and Camp
Benjamin Hawkins. You should
take great pride in what you are

doing and will be doing! | will be
right in there with you sharing
the hard work and good times. |
would like to encourage each of
you to participate and ask other
fellow Arrowmen join us on this
journey.

| would like to remind you of our

other upcoming events such as
the 2011 Conclave right up the
road in Thomaston April 15-17
and the 1% Induction Weekend
June 35. We have increased our
participation in each of these
events the last 3 years, let us
continue this trend.

If you have any suggestions on
how to improve our Lodge and
our events, please feel free to
contact me by email at

john.adams@sunovion.com or
on my cell phone at 478-952-
2497.

| truly look forward to working
with each of you this coming
year.

Yours in WWW,

Ross Adams

HIGHER ADVENTURE IS WAITING...

Have you ever watched the
Northern Lights dance across
the sky over the Canadian
Border? Carried a canoe a mile
to see a spectacular waterfall?
Worked to repair historic trails?
Paddled forty miles in one day,
seemingly chasing after a
perfect sunset across countless
still lakes?

This summer, take advantage of
an opportunity to have

experiences like these at the
Order of the Arrow Wilderness

Voyage or Canadian Odyssey at
the Northern Tier High Adventure

Bases in Minnesota and Ontario.
On a two-week trek with one of

these programs you can give
service through trail building,

make unforgettable memories,

and canoe in beautiful remote

country.

The service at the foundation of
our Order acts as the cornerstone
of this program. During your first
week, you will work with your

crew to repair and restore
portage trails in the Superior
National Forest or Quetico
Provincial Park. This crew is

composed of Arrowmen from
around the country and led by
two outstanding foremen trained
in trail building, outdoor skills,
and the Scouting and OA
programs. During the second
week you will embark on a

voyage where you will explore
pristine  wilderness, make
leadership decisions, and face
up to the challenges of nature.
The friendships and memories
that you make in the North
Woods will stand the test of
time.

You can attend one of these two
-week programs for only $200.
Arrowmen must be between the
ages of sixteen and twenty-one
to attend. For applications and
more information on the
opportunities  please  visit
adventure.oa-bsa.org.

Article by Frank Sturges


mailto:john.adams@sunovion.com

2011 SRY Conclave
Participant Registration Form

April 15017  Camp ThundeBerald I. Lawhorn Scouting B&mrvice Lodgéni-To

Due Date January 14, 2011 if ordering memorabilia below. For registration without memorabilia, due date is no later
28, 2011. A late fee applies after March 28. Please return this completed form with payment (payable tcaftoyy8aputs
lodgeat the address shown below.

Enclose paymeiipayable to BS#)d submit by the dates listed above to:
Central Georgia Council, BSA
4335 Confederate Way
Macon, GA Z31217

Name: Age: Male Female
Circle one

Address: City, ST Zip

E-mail: Phone:

Please list any dietary or medical/disability needs that we need to know about:

» Please encloseghotocopy(nonreturnable)f your current BSA physical form with parts A & C at a minimum.

U Conclave Memorabilia PReder: (for usenlyif submitted by January 14, 2011)\

Item Price each Quantity Total $ for each item

Section jacket patch $6
Section belt buckle $15
Section water bottle $9
Conclave patch $3
Conclave jacket patch $6
Conclave super patch $15
Conclave hat pin $4
Conclave neckerchief $10
Conclave lanyard $4
Conclave hat $12
Conclave bandana $4
Conclave t-shirt S, M, L, XL $10 Size Qty
Conclave t-shirt 2X, 3X $12 Size Qty

Memorabilia Subtotal =

(Enclosalyif submitting by4111)
Participant Fee & + $27
If submitting after 3282011- add_ate feef$18
TOTAL ENCLOSED =

8
Please note that some memorabilia require minimum orders. Theoeflaenifmbemsmonreeched, ydubenmfapded for items not
ordered. Also, many items may be availabtederlysasd® pi@t expect that all items will be availghpesh the tradin



2012 ECHECONNEE
LODGE DUES CAN
BE PAID

DUE NO LATER THAN
DECEMBER 31ST

DUES CAN BE PAID
AT ANY EVENT BY
FALL FELLOWSHIP

As an Arrowman and mem-
ber of Echeconnee Lodge,
we must remember the his-
tory of the Lodge. It was
one year ago when the new
Transitional patch was de-
signed. It was voted to de-
sign not only due to ap-
proval issues, but the Deer
head is ou
The Indian with the Arrow
Flap was one of the most
prestigious because it was

unchanged for 63 years.

Echeconnee Lodge FI3
19472010

p

BROTHERHOOD CONVERSION

The Lodge became closer to
earning National Quality Lodge
by having five = members seal
their membership in the Order of
the Arrow at Fall Fellowship by
going through the Brotherhood
conversion. Those members are;

Mrs. Debbie Sowell, Troop 235
Josh Dittman, Troop 222
Brandon Parham, Troop 222
Tyler Holt, Troop 101
Ellison Clairy, Troop 127

Also the Lodge held another
Brotherhood ceremony
November 13 in the Pine Forest
district where three other
members sealed their
membership in the Order of the

Arrow and Echeconnee Lodge by
going through the Brotherhood

ceremony, those members are;

Alexander Bentley, Troop 159
Bryan Rozar, Troop 159

L QagogRdAarsTroob 154 € m.

Please congratulate these
members who cheerfully went
through  the Brotherhood
ceremony to help Echeconnee
Lodge raise its chances to earn
National Quality Lodge. At Fall
Fellowship, this requirement was
missed by a small percent that
we needed to meet the
Brotherhood Conversion Rate.

However, by holding another
ceremony on November 13, we
met the requirement needed. In
the last few years, that has been
what has held the Lodge back
on earning the NQL. We thank
those members that have
helped us, earn National Quality
Lodge. Again Congratulations
and Thank you.

y
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ECHECONNEE LODGE CALENDAR

Section 9 Conclave

April 15

-17,2011

Gerald I. Lawhorn Base

June Induction Weekend

June 3 -5

Camp Benjamin Hawkins

OA Summit Corps

July 24 -30, 2011

New Gorge National Park

September Induction

September 9

-11, 2011

Camp Benjamin Hawkins

One Day of Service

September 17

-18, 2011
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SCOUT O RAMA!

The Scout O-Rama, formerly the X
-treme games, will be held at
South Creek in Millidgeville this
year. Echeconnee Lodge will be
hosting the Saturday night
campfire as well has have a booth

Connee and table set up during the day.
artefly.\we need Arrowmen who are

easdlling to work at the booth and
talk with other Scouts and
Scouters about the opportunities
and the joys of being in the Order
of the Arrow.

We also need people to be
responsible for the campfire and
for the seating and physical
arrangements involved  with
hosting the evening show. Finally,

we need Arrowmen who are
willing to put on Indian regalia and
be part of the Call-Out team. No
previous Ceremony experience is
needed for this.

If you are interested, please email
lodgechief@echeconnee.com or
2ndvicechief@echeconnee.com to
discuss your specific role.

We hope to see lots of friendly
faces their!

Is your Troop participating? No
worries, we can work with your
schedule to get you involved!

WE ARE ON THE WEB

WWWECHECONNEE.COM
ORPER 0p,
. % ECHECONNEE LODGE NONPROFIT
Q’ ORDER OF THE ARROW ORG.
“omae ¥ CENTRAL GEORGIA COUNCIL, BSA U.S. POSTAGE
4335 CONFEDERATE WAY PAID
MACON, GEORGIA 31217 MACOM, GA
PERMIT NO. 193
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